
 

 

 

 

 

 

Reformation Sunday                  October 25, 2020

WELCOME & INSTRUCTION
Participants are invited to respond with the text in bold type.  
 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, 
we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness. 
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
 
We give you thanks, O God, 
for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters 
and by your Word you created the world, 
calling forth life in which you took delight. 
 
Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. 
Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. 
At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. 
By water and your Word you claim us as your children, 
making us heirs of your promise and servants of all. 
 
We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, 
and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. 
Shower us with your Spirit, 
and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love. 
To you be given honor and praise 
through Jesus Christ our Lord 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you always.  
And also with you. 
 
 
 



 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Gracious God, we pray for your holy catholic church. Fill it with all truth and peace. Where 
it is corrupt, purify it; where it is in error, direct it; where in anything it is amiss, reform it; 
where it is right, strengthen it; where it is in need, provide for it; where it is divided, reunite 
it; for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

FIRST READING| Jeremiah 31:31-34 

31The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the 
house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32It will not be like the covenant that I made with 
their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a 
covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says the LORD. 33But this is the 
covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will put 
my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall 
be my people. 34No longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other, “Know the 
LORD,” for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the LORD; for 
I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more. 
 
Holy Wisdom. Holy Word. Thanks be to God. 
 
 
PSALM| Psalm 46  
1God is our refuge and strength, 
  a very present help in trouble. 
2Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved, 
  and though the mountains shake in the depths of the sea; 
3though its waters rage and foam, 
  and though the mountains tremble with its tumult. 
4There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, 
  the holy habitation of the Most High. 
5God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be shaken; 
  God shall help it at the break of day. 
6The nations rage, and the kingdoms shake; 
  God speaks, and the earth melts away.  
7The LORD of hosts is with us; 
  the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 
8Come now, regard the works of the LORD, 
  what desolations God has brought upon the earth; 
9behold the one who makes war to cease in all the world; 
  who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the shields with fire. 
10“Be still, then, and know that I am God; 
  I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted in the earth.” 
 11The LORD of hosts is with us; 
  the God of Jacob is our stronghold.  



 
 
THE GOSPEL| John 8:31-36 
God is with you! And also with you! 
A reading from the Holy Gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
31Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word, you are truly 
my disciples; 32and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.” 33They 
answered him, “We are descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. 
What do you mean by saying, ‘You will be made free’?” 
  34Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. 
35The slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place there 
forever. 36So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.” 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
MESSAGE 

BREAK OUT QUESTIONS 

• Why Jesus?  
o Or what are the implications for your life that you find yourself “continuing 

in [Jesus’] word”/believing in/following Jesus? 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

With confidence in God’s grace and mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all 
those in need. 

A brief silence. 

Renew and inspire the church in the freedom of the gospel, O God. As the pandemic 
challenges the Church to adapt, open our creativity to new experiences as well as ancient 
practices that we may offer a fuller expression of our worship of you. Quiet us to listen to 
your voice in the stillness. Teach us to worship you and praise you in all that we say and do. 
Ignite in us the working of the Holy Spirit. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
As the earth changes, as fires burn and the waters roar, may we care for this planet as a holy 
habitation for all living things. Sustain all peoples and lands recovering from natural 
disasters, especially wildfires in the west. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Guide areas of the world divided or traumatized by conflict, especially in our own land. Free 
us from the fear of self-examination so that we may bring an end to hate in all its forms. 
Make us to understand the words “Black Lives Matter,” and to amplify the voices of our 
neighbors seeking justice; guide us in creating a space where people of all identities are 



included and not simply referenced. Reform us always so that we may love as you love. 
Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Release those living in bondage to debts, chronic pain, or addiction. Grant healing touch to 
those who are ill. We pray for Nancy, Bob and Jeanette, Rob and Scott, Jim, Joe, Brendan 
and Rebeccah, Travis, Tyler, Blake, John, Kevin, for all who are fighting COVID-19, and 
those we name now…. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Even in death, you raise us and give us a place in your house. We give thanks for our 
ancestors who have shown us truth and freedom, especially Martin Luther and those who 
work for the renewal of the church and the world. We remember those who have died, 
especially Doris Kemp, who lived faithfully among this congregation for more than 80 years. 
Receive her into your loving embrace. Comfort those who grieve that we may rejoice when 
we are all bound together in eternal life. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Listen as we call on you, O God, and enfold in your loving arms all for whom we pray, in 
the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Church Council will meet following the service today. 
Haunted House at St. Luke’s!  
Hampden neighbor Yong Taing is organizing a socially distanced haunted house for the 
neighborhood on Halloween here at the church. The event will be held from 7-9pm on Oct. 
31st and will take a short tour through a decorated courtyard, chapel and sanctuary. Pandemic 
protocols will be in place and participants will walk through the tour at wide intervals to give 
ample room between guests. 



 
Karen Kretschmann, Associate for Generosity for the Delaware-Maryland Synod will 
be the preacher for us next Sunday!  
 
ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL & NEW WORSHIP TIME, Sunday Nov. 8th 
The will be moved to 10am beginning on November 8th. Following the service, we will hold 
our annual meeting to review the ministry of the church, adopt a financial plan for 2021, and 
present plans for a comprehensive campaign to revitalize our space and fund the ministry of 
the church. All voting members are strongly encouraged to attend either in person or online 
via zoom.  
 
Thank you for your continued generosity and for sustaining our ministry during this strange 
and difficult time! You can provide offering or make a special gift at anytime through the 
church’s giving portal. Links can be found in the e-newsletter and on the church website at 
http://www.churchontheavenuehampden.org.  
 
 
BENEDICTION 
God is with you! And also with you! 
 
May God bless you and keep you.  
May God’s face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
May God look upon you with favor and give you peace, 

in the name of the Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God!  

http://www.churchontheavenuehampden.org./
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